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latter was the case. For, if we analyse the Pauline Christology l
and remove from it everything peculiar to Christianity, there
remains, it would seem, a coherent soteriology, clearly related
to Jewish Messianism, yet something more, and constituting
a kind of pre-Christian Christology. Hence we may ask whether
in these Jewish gnostic circles of the Diaspora there had not
already been a certain amount of speculation concerning the
Messiah in which the narrow nationalistic conception of him
current in Palestine had been transformed, and in which his
traditional function had been spiritualized by seeing it, so to
speak, in gnostic terms, and regarding it as his role to draw
men away from the death of sin, and to guide them into the
Kingdom of the Spirit.

This is highly probable 2 and it bears not only, as we shall
see, on the conversion of Paul, but also on the preparation for
and introduction of Christianity to the Grseco-Roman world.
Moreover, various other indications confirm the supposition that
speculations concerning a Saviour who had come, or rather who
was to come, formed the central religious interest of the syn-
cretistic sects in Judaism and in Judaizing gnostic centres.3 It
matters little that the Saviour was still represented on occasions
as the great Conqueror who would usher in the Kingdom of
God after having triumphed over his enemies. This was merely
a relic of Jewish Messianism and does not invalidate the anti-
Palestinian character of everything else.

IV

THE JEWISH SECTS

We have just spoken of sects. This demands a few words
of explanation. In the syncretistic combinations at which we
have glanced it was still only a question of interpretations,
additions and arrangements, grouped more or less arbitrarily
round a body of Jewish teaching which claimed to be orthodox
because, in all likelihood, its daily life was still governed by the
precepts of the Torch. The methods by which these peculiar
medleys attained success are not so far removed from those of
Philo as to be incomprehensible to us. But we have glimpses
of certain groups of Judaizers who by their manner of life, as
well as by the nature of their beliefs, seem, indeed, to set them-
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